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Indication of “Happiness” in the Community via Social Indices
OzAWA Yasuhide

The level of welfare in life is not measurable only by economic indices, such as GDP.
An attempt is here made to measure the “feeling of happiness” via social indices about
relief, health and the environment. When the “feeling of happiness” indicator is employed,
generally it is done at the national level, that is, for Japan or the United States. However,
to understand the “feeling of happiness” level in actual life, the focus should be narrower
than at a national level or even prefectural level. Employing the construct of and using the
“feeling of happiness” indicator for everyday life contributes to understanding the present
condition which the data show and to recommending concrete improvements.

62





