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We isolated a bacterium possessing 7a-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase and 7f3-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase activities from
the intestinal contents of seafish, Shimaisaki (Rhynchopelates oxyrhynchus) obtained from the sea of Suma. This bacterium was
identified to belong to the family Peptostreptococcaceae and converted 7a-hydroxyl group of cholic and chenodeoxycholic acids
to 7B-hydroxyl group, forming ursocholic and ursodeoxycholic acids, respectively. Activities of the reverse reactions were low.
This bacterium also hydrolyzed taurine-conjugated bile acids effectively but did glycine-conjugates to a lesser extent.
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