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A study of the relationship between children and young trainees during teaching practicums:

from the perspective of intersubjectivity in kindergarten and nursery school teaching practicums

Michiru TsukaDA
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A study of the relationship between children and young trainees during
teaching practicums: from the perspective of intersubjectivity
in kindergarten and nursery school teaching practicums

Michiru Tsukada

This study examined the relationship between children and young trainees
during trainees’ first teaching practicums in a nursery school and
kindergarten. After completing both practicums, young trainees wrote
descriptions of episodes that represented their own behaviors and the
behaviors of the children. Analysis of the content of the written descriptions
revealed that during the nursery practicum most young trainees experienced
conflict. In other words, the children’s behaviors did not match the young
trainees’ expectations. However, during the kindergarten practicum young
trainees enjoyed their interactions with the children and tried to respond to
the feelings of the children. These results suggest that young trainees begin
to focus on the feelings of the children because the conflict they experienced
made them aware of the importance of empathizing with children’s emotions.

Key words: relationship development, intersubjectivity, conflict



